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Cbana_;,e in policv
willbe a ""f; of

lawsuit settlement

By PAUL PRINGLE
Copley News Service

LOS ANGELES — The Los An-

" geles Police Department will begin

" openly recruiting gavs as part of 2
pending settlement of a lawsuit
filed by a former officer, city offi-
c1als szid yesterday.

P;ty Counci! members and po
comynissioners said they instru
their attorneys to try immedi atel
to settle the $5 miliion suit filed b
Mitchell Grobeson, who guit the
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" LAPD in 1983 alter aLeci“L{ he was

harassed by fellow officers because
he is gay.
Grobeson, now a San Francisco

- police officer, has insisted that any
" settlement include an LAPD pledge

to recruit gays and leshians active-
ly, something that embattled Police
Chief Daryl Gates has steadfastly
refused to do.

Gay activists say the 8,400-offi-
cer LAPD is the largest police
agency in the nation that does not
recruit gay officers. The practice
has been rou itine for years in New
York and San Francisco and began
recently on a2 more limited scale in
San D:ego.

i f‘e 78\ ve Iq D?l’thl_hdr y bEub‘h‘vt‘
in Los Angeles because the LAPD

often has been accused of mistreat-
ing the city's large gay community.

Complaints of officers physically
and verbally abusing gays were
aired most recently in hearings be-
fore the Christopher Commission,
which investigated brutality within
the ma rtment.

In its long list of rcco*nmer‘f‘ef
reforms, the comrmission called on
the beleagnered police department
to fully implement policies advanc-

3
2L the recruitment and promotion

c.».. ays and lesbians.

{This will be 2 milestone in gay
an¥ leshian hr«tory,” David Smith,
%p(. esman for the Los Angeles
\.ray nd Leshian Community Ser-
vices Center, declared after yester-
day’s development. “The Los Asn-
geles Police Department is several
vears behind the times. We're
hopefu! that a new era is begin-
ning.”

Emerging from a closed-door
meeting with police commissioners,
three members of the City Coun-
cil's budget committee refused to
divuige details of the proposed set-
tlement with Grobeson, who could
not be reached for comment. How-
ever, the council members made it
clear that a change in the LAPD's
policy on gay recruitment is immi-
nent.

"“The key issue here is that this
city will remove the barriers to full
participation by qualified gay and
ieshian peope because it is the
right thing to do,” said Councilman
Joel Wachs, a 1eaiing gay-rights
proponent, T:us poiice depart-
ment has to reflect the broad cul-
tural diversity that exists in our
city.”




